Sermon Series: The Mysterious Aspects of the Kingdom Revealed “The Parables of the Church Age”
Matthew 13

Sermon Title: The Parables of the Church Age Part I
Sermon Text: Selected Scriptures

Sermon Purpose: To help the hearer understand the mysterious aspects of the Kingdom related to the 


       Church Age.
Sermon Proposition: There are 3 aspects of the kingdom to look at.
Introduction:  The kingdom of God is a governing theme of the New Testament with the phrase itself occurring over a hundred times. It serves as the leading image and picture of Jesus’ mission. [Matthew 12:28 "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.] The phrase “kingdom of God” does not occur in the Old Testament, but the theme of the Kingship or Kingly rule of God flows through the views of Old Testament writings. The Psalmist declares, “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and His kingdom rules over all.” (Ps. 103:19) “Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and your dominion endures throughout all generations.” [Psalm 145:11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, And talk of Your power, 12 To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.] “God is King over all the creation.” [1 Chronicles 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over all.] God’s Kingship or Kingdom is the prevailing pattern in the fabric of Israel’s identity. When Israel goes into exile and Ezekiel sees the glory of God departing from the temple (Ezekiel 10:18-19), it is symbolic of the withdrawal of God’s Kingship in Israel and on Zion.
I.
When Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God/heaven.


He is conveying this complex backdrop of Israel’s story and symbols. Matthew carries us through the 
coming presentation, and the rejection of Israel’s King the rightful heir to David’s throne. Chapter 1-3 
introduces the King, Chapter 4 reveals the King publicly, Chapters 5-7 shares the instructions of the 
King, Chapters8-10 validates the King through His miracles, Chapters 11-12 shows Israel’s rejection of 
the King, yet there are 2 invitations provided by the King (Matt. 11:25-30; 12:50).



But because Israel had rejected her King, He would not establish the earthly kingdom. For 
centuries the Jewish people had been waiting for their Messiah, Deliverer, and the Kingdom He would 
establish on earth. They had looked forward to the time of refreshing, revival, and restoration promised 
in the Old Testament. But when the King came, He was not accepted by them, He did not please them, 
they rejected Him and His Kingdom.



This provokes questions to the alert mind, “If Jesus came to offer the Kingdom to Israel and to 
establish and rule as Scripture said, and it was rejected, what happens to God’s plan? What happens in 
the meantime? What will be the character of the present time? What is to be the message and mission of 
His disciples and all believers? And throughout this period of time, what responses can be expected 
from people? It is those questions that Matthew 13 is designed to answer with a series of 8 parables. The 
truth we must realize in order to understand this section of Scripture is that the promised Kingdom in its 
final fulfillment would be delayed until the time that Israel would believe in and receive her King. That 
would be the time of the 2nd coming when He will establish His earthly kingdom for a thousand years as 
promised in [Zechariah 12:10 "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they 
will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 
Zechariah 14:8 And in that day it shall be That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of them 
toward the eastern sea And half of them toward the western sea; In both summer and winter it shall 
occur. 9 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be-- "The LORD is one," 
And His name one.].


“This delay between Christ’s two advents – the kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory – is a 
stay of execution, affording an opportunity for repentance. As we see below, Jesus taught (especially in 
the Olivet discourse) that during this era the kingdom grows through proclamation of the gospel even as 
it suffers persecution. Christ’s universal reign will be far from obvious to the world. There are wars, 
famines, earthquakes, hatred – all the way until Christ’s sudden and surprising return.” [Horton, 
Michael, The Gospel Commission: Recovering God’s Strategy for Making Disciples, Baker Books, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2011, pp. 53]


The problem is that Zechariah or none of the Old Testament writers tell us anything about what 
happens between the time of Israel’s rejection and her acceptance, the time of Israel’s piercing of the 
Messiah and her mourning over Him. It was a mystery until revealed here in this Chapter and even more 
fully throughout the New Testament [Ephesians 3:3 how that by revelation He made known to me the 
mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be 
fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel,]; (Romans 
11:11-32).
II.
There are 3 aspects of the Kingdom that we must understand if we are to properly understand this 
section of Scripture. 

A.
The 1st is the concept of God’ universal Kingdom (Ps. 29:10; 103:3; 1 Chron. 29:11). 

B.
The 2nd concept is God’s mediatorial Kingdom, this refers to the mediated rule of God on earth, 


through divinely appointed institutions. Adam and Eve, the Patriarchs, Kings, Human 



Government, the Church, etc.



“Christ’s external, visible Kingdom was postponed or delayed, but the internal, spiritual 


Kingdom of His saints was established, and in their hearts the Lord reigns and through their lives 

and testimony He now experiences His will on earth. The period between Christ’s first coming 


and second coming has been called the parenthesis, the interim, and other such terms. It is a 


period that was not revealed in the Old Testament, a period to which Jesus refers to as “the 


mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven” (13:11).” [John MacArthur Commentary, Matthew 8-15, 


pp. 343]




“The ‘gospel of the kingdom’ (Matt. 24:14) and the ‘keys of the kingdom’ (Matt. 16:19) 

are really synonymous. . . . it is all the more urgent that we repent and believe now that the 


Messiah has come. The foundation of this repentance is the forgiveness of sins, as John Calvin 


observed: . . . but first brings forward the grace of God, and then exhorts men to repent. Hence it 


is evident that the foundation of repentance is the mercy of God, by which he restores the lost . . . 

[Forgiveness is] first in order . . . so it must be observed that pardon of sins is bestowed upon us 


in Christ, not that God may treat them with indulgence, but that he may heal us from our sins. . . . 

Now the means is His Gospel. Also that is why Jesus Christ spoke so often of the Gospel, calling 

it the Kingdom of God. ‘The Gospel of the Kingdom’ can also be translated ‘the Gospel, which 


is the Kingdom.’” [Horton, Michael, The Gospel Commission: Recovering God’s Strategy for 


Making Disciples, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2011, pp. 79]


C.
The 3rd concept is the Kingdom of God also refers to God’s rule of grace in the world. 



A period foretold by the prophets of the Old Testament and identified by Jesus as 



beginning with His ministry. In many striking ways Jesus proclaimed that He was the fulfillment 


of the Old Testament expectations of God’s deliverance [Luke 4:17 And He was handed the 


book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was 


written: 18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the 


gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the 


acceptable year of the LORD." 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 


and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  21 And He 


began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."]. 




Jesus also declared that a day, (a period of time) was coming when the Kingdom of God 


would be manifested in a different way, not yet seen, and that its coming would be soon 



[Matthew 16:28 "Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death 


till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”]. He explained that the Kingdom was 


present in an unexpected form, like a hidden treasure [Matthew 13:44 "Again, the kingdom of 


heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes 


and sells all that he has and buys that field.]. Although the Gospels focus on the present aspect 


of the Kingdom, it is also clear that the Kingdom will be realized perfectly only at the second 


coming of Christ, as Israel understood it.




In its spiritual/internal nature, the Kingdom of God is the salvation of His people, and the 


Kingdom is His gift (inheritance) to them.

III.
Jesus during His ministry lists basically 9 conditions and demands of the Kingdom in this age.


1.
The 1st condition is the new birth.



John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 


again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

2.
The 2nd condition is repentance and belief in the gospel.



Mark 1:15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 


believe in the gospel."




Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of 


heaven is at hand." 


3.
The 3rd condition is a child like faith. 



Matthew 18:3 and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little 


children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 


Mark 10:14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little 


children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 


a. 
Innocence



b.
dependence


4.
The 4th condition is God’s eschatological, salvific act demands an undivided heart.



(Mark 12:29-30; Luke 9:62)


5.
The 5th condition may require sacrifice of marriage and family.



Matthew 19:12 "For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb, and there 

are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 


eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it." 


Luke 12:49-59; Matthew 19: 16-26


6.
The 6th condition may mean letting the tempting hand be cut off, or the tempting eye be plucked 


out for the Kingdom of God, or keeping them and being cast into Gehenna.



Mark 9:47 "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the 


kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—


1 Corinthians 6:9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 


Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 


sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 


the kingdom of God. 


Galatians 5:21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 



beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not 


inherit the kingdom of God. 


7.
The 7th condition is the Kingdom must be preferred to everything.


John 6:60-71



Luke 9:59 Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury 


my father." 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the 


kingdom of God." 61 And another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid 


them farewell who are at my house." 62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to 


the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 


Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 


saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 


8.
The 8th condition is those who are forgiven must also forgive others.



Matthew 18:35 "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does 


not forgive his brother his trespasses." 

9.
The  9th condition is those who would inherit the Kingdom must fall in line with the ethics of the 


King and His Kingdom.



(Matthew Chp. 5-7; Luke 6:17-49)

