Sermon Title: The Sentencing of Jesus Christ
Sermon Text: Matthew 27:24-31

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to understand and model the self-control of Jesus Christ, when 


       unjustly treated.

Sermon Proposition: There are 4 pictures of the sinful nature and hatred of mankind toward Jesus 



Christ.

I.
The mockery demonstrated by Pilate. V.24

The ceremonial act of hand washing was a Jewish ritual, and its meaning would have been very familiar to the Jewish and Roman crowd. Pilate was expressing his contempt for the fact that the religious leaders and the crowd that envied Jesus had railroaded him into becoming a part of a devilish conspiracy against Jesus. He was going to give them what they wanted, but he was making it clear that he was not doing it willingly. Yet we must understand that no ritual can truly absolve us of our guilt for the murder of Jesus Christ. He had the power to stop it, he had the responsibility to stop this miscarriage of justice, but he did not. He and all mankind are as guilty as the rest of the group, and the fact that he participated out of political motives rather than outright hatred for Jesus did not nullify or minimize his guilt in the least.

II.
The mockery demonstrated by the crowd. V.25

It is clear through careful examination that the blood thirsty mob would be satisfied with nothing less than the death of Jesus. It did not matter to them that there were no legitimate charges, no legitimate witnesses, no legitimate court proceedings. They cared very little about truth or justice. They wanted a crucifixion of Jesus.

Now we must understand that many people in the crowd were blindly following the lead of the Sanhedrin, but there were undoubtedly many others who hated Jesus for all the same reasons people today hate Him:



1)
His teaching confronted their wicked lifestyles;



2)
His demands were too hard;



3)
The truth He taught was too narrow for their tastes.

The real issues for all mankind, and in every case, was that “men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” [John 3:19 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.]

Verse 25 is an amazing statement. In an amazing act of self-condemnation, they said they would accept the full blame on themselves and their children, if that was what it took to get Pilate to let them kill Jesus.

Scripture makes it perfectly clear that Pilate, Herod, the people of Jerusalem, the Gentiles, and all of mankind participated in the crucifixion all bore the guilt together [Acts 4:27 "For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together Acts 5:28 saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!"]
III.
The mockery demonstrated by the government. V.25-28

According to John’s gospel, Pilate was still seeking a way to release Jesus, and this is possibly why he had Him publicly scourged at this point. Perhaps he thought the sight of a Roman scourging would satisfy the crowd’s bloodlust.

Scourging alone was sometimes deadly. A Roman scourge was a short wooden handle with numerous long lashes of leather attached to it. Each leather strip had a sharp piece of glass, metal, bone or other hard object attached to the end of it. The victim would be stripped of all clothing and tied to a post by his wrists with his hands high enough over the person’s head to virtually lift him off the ground. The feet would be dangling, and the skin on the back and buttocks completely taut.

One or two scourge-bearers (called lictops) would then deliver blows, skillfully laying the lashes diagonally across the back and the buttocks with extreme force. The skin would be literally torn away, and very often muscles were deeply lacerated. It was not uncommon for the scourged – wounds to penetrate deep into the kidneys or lacerate arteries, causing wounds that in themselves proved to be fatal. Some victims died from extreme shock during the flogging. [John 19:5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man!"] demonstrates Pilate’s effort to seek Jesus relief. But the response (v.6) [John 19:11 Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." 12 From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar."]. This was their trump card against Pilate, this was their leverage.
IV.
The mockery demonstrated by the soldiers. V.29-31

The Roman soldiers had no real idea of whom they were mocking and tormenting. They were simply crucifying another criminal under the orders of Pilate, their commander-in-chief. Their orders were to scourge Jesus, but the cruel mockery they heaped on Him reveals their own wickedness, they purposely made a spectacle of Him for the amusement of the crowd. A Roman cohort consisted of 600 soldiers, they were an elite unit, assigned to serve the governor and to keep the peace that was so fragile in this volatile region of Rome. Jews were exempted from military service, so all the soldiers would have been Gentiles.

