Sermon Title: The Murder of Jesus Christ
Sermon Text: Matthew 27:32-50

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to recognize the divine and human perspective of the murder of 


       Jesus Christ.
Sermon Proposition: There are 3 eternal truths to be recognized related to the murder of Jesus.
I.
Jesus is led to His death. V.29-33


A.
The shameful mockery of His death. V.29-31

1.
They stripped Him of His own garments, which suggests He was quite literally naked apart from the robe they fashioned for Him. The robe was an old tunic. The Greek expression is (chlamus) a military cloak, not the same “gorgeous robe” (esthes) used by Herod. [Luke 23:11 Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate.]

2.
Caesar wore a laurel wreath as a crown; thorns were a cruel corruption of that. These were no doubt the longest, sharpest thorns that could be found – some with two – inch barbed quills that would penetrate deep into His head as the crown was pressed hard upon Him.

3.
The reed in His hand was a further attempt to lampoon His royal claim. The reed represented a scepter – but was a weak, frail imitation of the scepter Caesar carried on festive occasions.

4.
The utter contempt is demonstrated in their mocking sense of worship. [Ps. 2:4-6]

[Psalm 2:9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.'" Revelation 19:15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.]
But Jesus held His silence. “When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously”
[1 Peter 2:23]. Jesus knew these things were part of God’s own plan for Him, so He suffered them all willingly, patiently, and without malice.


B.
The shameful weakness of His death. V.32-33

Victims of crucifixion were usually made to wear a placard around the neck on which was written the crime they were condemned for. It was part of the shame that was deliberately inflicted on victims of crucifixion [Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 13:13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.]. They were led through the streets and made to walk in a public procession in order to maximize the humiliation of the spectacle.

They were also forced to carry their own cross to the place of execution. That practice was what Jesus referred to earlier in His ministry when He told His disciples, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” [Mark 8:34]. A Roman cross large enough to crucify a grown man might weigh as much as two hundred pounds – an extremely heavy load to bear in any circumstances.

In His current state of weakness it would have virtually been impossible to drag this heavy burden from the court proceedings to a place of crucifixion outside the walls of Jerusalem. [Luke 23:26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.] Bear ye one another’s burdens. Cyrene was an African city on the Mediterranean coast – in what is Libya today. A large Jewish community lived there, and Simon was probably a Jewish pilgrim who had made the long journey from Cyrene to Jerusalem for the Passover. Luke provides for us Jesus last public message on the way to Calvary in [Luke 23:27-31]. It is a reference to [Hosea 10:8]. It was a direct warning of disaster to come. In that culture childbearing was understood to be the highest blessing God could give a woman, only the worst kind of judgment would cause Jesus to make this statement.

C.
The shameful wickedness of His death. V.34

In the Jewish mindset crucifixion was a cruel way to die. Moses uses the analogy of hanging on a tree [Deuteronomy 21:22 "If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 "his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God.]. The Mosaic law also required that all executions occur outside the city walls [Num. 15:35; Hebrews 13:12].

The Romans had a slightly different concept. They made sure that all crucifixions took place near major thoroughfares in order to make the condemned person a public example for all who pass by. Therefore, Jesus’ crucifixion took place outside the city, but in a heavily trafficked location carefully selected to make Him a public spectacle.

The place where Jesus was crucified was called Calvary (a Latin adaptation of the Greek term that appears in the Biblical text: kranion, “a skull” – Luke 23:33). The Aramaic name for it was Golgotha, also meaning, “a skull.” If we were to travel there today, it still bears an uncanny resemblance to a human skull.

He was offered sour wine mixed with gall to drink [Matt. 27:33-34]. “Sour wine” is vinegar. “Gall” is something that tastes bitter. Mark 15:23 says the bitter substance was myrrh, which acts as a mild narcotic. This was possibly offered as a numbing effect just before they drove in the nails through the flesh.

When Jesus tasted what it was, He spat it out. He did not want His senses numbed. He had come to bear the full effect of God’s judgment of sin, He would endure the full wrath and pain. [Psalm 69:19 You know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; My adversaries are all before You. 20 Reproach has broken my heart, And I am full of heaviness; I looked for someone to take pity, but there was none; And for comforters, but I found none. 21 They also gave me gall for my food, And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.].
II.
Jesus is led to His demise. V.34-44


A.
The pain of His murder. V.34-35

Crucifixion was a form of execution that the Romans had learned from the Persians. It was also practiced in pre-Roman times in Phoenicia, Carthage, and Egypt. 

The Persian’s believed that earth, fire, and water were sacred elements, and all customary methods of execution defiled the sacred elements. So the Persians developed a method of crucifying victims by impaling them on a pole, thus raising them high above the earth, where they were left to die. Various methods were developed and Rome used several of them. Rome used crucifixions throughout the empire, especially in Judea, where it was regularly used to make a public example of rioters and insurrectionists.
According to the Jewish historian Josephus, after Herod the Great died, the Roman governor of Syria, Quanatious Varus, crucified two thousand men in order to quell an uprising. Josephus states, “that Titus crucified so many people when he sacked Jerusalem in A.D. 70 that there was no wood left for crosses and no place left to set them up.” By the time of Christ, Rome had already crucified more than thirty thousand victims in and around Judea. [John 20:25 The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe."]

Christ will have been nailed to the cross as it laid flat on the ground. The nails used were long, tapered iron spikes, similar to modern day railroad spikes, but much sharper.

The nails were driven through the wrists (not the palms of the hands), because neither the tendons nor the bone structure of the hand could support the body’s weight. Nails through the wrists would normally shatter carpal bones and tear the carpal ligaments, but the structure of the wrists could support the body weight.
As the nail went into the wrist, it would usually, cause severe damage to the sensorimotor median nerve, causing intense pain in both arms.

Finally, a single nail would be driven through both feet, sometimes through the Achilles tendons. None of the nails would be fatal alone, but they would all cause intense and increasing unceasing pain as the victim’s time on the cross dragged on.

The cross would be lifted by soldiers, and would be dropped with a jarring blow into the bottom of the hole. This would cause a bone wrenching pain throughout the body, as major joints were twisted out of their normal positions. [Psalm 22:14 I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me.].

“Truman Davis, a medical doctor who studied the physical effects of crucifixion, described how this would have occurred in Jesus’ crucifixion:

As the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the muscles knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push Himself upward. Hanging by His arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and the intercostals muscles are unable to act. Air can be drawn into the lungs, but cannot be exhaled. Jesus fights to raise Himself in order to get even one short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically He is able to push Himself upward to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen . . .
Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from His lacerated back as He moves up and down against the rough timber; then another agony begins. A deep crushing pain in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.

It is now almost over – the loss of tissue fluid has reached a critical level – the compressed heart is struggling t o pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissues – the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air. The markedly dehydrated tissues send their flood of stimuli to the brain.”

[“The Crucifixion of Jesus: The Passion of Christ from a Medical Point of View,” Arizona Medicine, vol. 22, no. 3 (March 1965), 183-87.]




[MacArthur, John, The Murder of Jesus, Word Publishing, Nashville, 2000, pp. 205-206]

The Roman’s had perfected the art of crucifixion and could keep the victim on the verge of death, while keeping them conscious. The victim would experience waves of nausea, fever, intense thirst, constant cramps, and incessant throbbing pain from all parts of the body. Sleeplessness, hunger, dehydration, and infection all took their toll on the mental, emotional, physical, and spirit, usually for three days or so.

Death normally came from slow suffocation. The victim’s body would hang in such a way that the diaphragm was severely constricted. In order to exhale, he would have to push up with the feet so that the diaphragm would have room to move.

Finally, fatigue, intense pain, or muscle atrophy would render the victim unable to do this, and they would suffocate.

B.
The humiliations of His murder. V.36-44

Apart from the physical cruelty and wickedness of the crucifixion, the stigma of disgrace attached to it is often lost in our understanding of Jesus murder and death. The victims were often mercilessly taunted. They usually hung naked, and purposely made a demonstration of shame and reproach [Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.].
Pilate added to the humiliation by having a large placard erected over Jesus’ head with the only actual charge that had been brought against Him [Matt. 27:37].

Each of the gospel writers mentions the sign, but each gives a slightly different variation of what it said. Luke 23:38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. and John 19:20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. both say that the inscription was written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. Putting them all together they actually read, “This is Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” [John 19:21-22].

[Mattew 27:38-44] Humiliation is also seen in the mockery of the thieves or robbers. The Greek term for “robbers” signifies that they were no petty thieves, but outlaws and revolutionaries who left a path of destruction and human misery in their path. And as they hung on crosses, each in his own pain of death, they used what little strength was left to them to taunt Christ, who had never harmed them, the solution to their greatest problem.

Also, multitudes of people are passing by the cross, also yelling insults at the Savior and shaking their heads in disgust [vs. 39-40]. [Psalm 22:6 But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people. 7 All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 8 "He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!"] prophetically describes the cross from Jesus own perspective. Christ’s enemies did not know the prophecy of [John 2:19-21] was about to come true, but they persisted in putting a wrong interpretation on His words, and that became the focus of their mockery.




Finally there is the humiliation by the Sanhedrin. [v.41-44].

As always, Jesus did not revile those who reviled Him, yet His words were only a plea to God for mercy on their behalf [Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.]. He had come to the cross willingly, knowingly, and in submissive obedience to God, to die for other’s sin.  And though the abuse and torture mankind dumped on Him were painful beyond our ability to comprehend, we must also realize these were nothing compared to the wrath of God against the sin He bore.
III.
Jesus is led to His destiny. V.45-50


This truth is clearly seen in Jesus statement found in [John 10:17-18].


1.
Jesus destiny included a plan for forgiveness on behalf of sinners. [Luke 23:33-34]

2. 
Jesus destiny included a promise of salvation. [Luke 23:40-43]


3.
Jesus destiny included a provision for His mother. [John 19:25; Luke 2:34-35; John 19:26-27]
Why didn’t Jesus appoint one of His own brothers to look after Mary? According to [John 7:5], “His brothers did not believe in Him, until after He was raised from the dead [Acts 1:14].
4.
Jesus destiny includes a petition to the Father. [Matthew 27:4-46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Is. 53:4-5, 9-10; Rom. 8:3]


5.
Jesus destiny includes a pleading for relief. [John 19:28; Ps. 69:21]

6.
Jesus destiny includes a proclamation of victory. [John 19:30]


7.
Jesus destiny includes a prayer of consummation. [Luke 23:46]


a.
Jesus was murdered by the hands of wicked men. [Acts 2:23]


b.
Jesus was sent to die by the Father. [Isaiah 53:10]



c.
Jesus gave His life willingly. [John 10:17-18]

